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having even untied the parcel. It is more probable that the ship will founder than that I shall find a vacant hour for the (' Paradiso " of Dante. The mind of the stay-at-home who goes South and East for the first time is in a constant ferment with the effort to realize his impressions as they rush by. For the first time I am beginning to get into me some idea of the shape, size, colour, and smell of the world. Hitherto I have taken on trust what the maps tell me about the shape of Europe; but in a peculiar way it becomes fact as one goes from end to end of the Mediterranean, feeling Italy and Greece slipping away behind one, catching the first lights from * the African coast exactly where the map said they ought to be, realizing the length* and distance of it all under the bracing stimulus of a thousand miles of north-east gale. No longer shall I need Lord Salisbury's advice to consult a big map.